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Translator’s Foreword

Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His assistance,
and seek refuge with Him from the evils of our own selves and the evil
[consequences] of our deeds. Whomever Allah guides cannot be
misled by anyone. Whomever He leads astray cannot be guided by
anyone. | testify that no one has any right to worship other than Allah,
alone, without any partners. | further testify that Muhammad was His
worshipful slave and messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant
him peace). As for what follows:

The clear path to Allah’s Forgiveness and His generous and never-
ending Reward is having khashyah (fear) of Him, the Exalted. Allah,
the Mighty and Majestic, says:
[0 4@ S 72 Hass & aally 455 5382 5l 8
“Indeed, those who fear their Lord without seeing Him
shall have forgiveness and great reward.” (67:12)

The only path to attaining this khashyah (fear) has been outlined in the
Book of Allah:

& 20 2 P 2
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“The only ones who truly fear Allah among His
worshippers are the people of knowledge.” (35:28)

This noble goal and its pathway might seem perfectly clear. The priority
it deserves in our lives might seem overwhelmingly obvious. Yet, how
few are those who actually take its path! Our Lord, the All Wise, has
made this world to be a test, full of decorated falsehood and material
distractions. Lofty ambitions for the Hereafter so commonly get swept
away by floods of worldly obstacles and preoccupations. While most
of the people chase after worldly position and material gains, a seeker
of Islamic knowledge, on a path to reach true khashyah (fear) of Allah,
enjoys a lofty status in this life, whether he is a beginner on the first leg
of that path or one well-established and committed to it for years. The
Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace)
said:
5
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“Whoever sets out on a path to seek knowledge, Allah
makes a path to Paradise easy for him. No people gather in
any of Allah’s houses, reciting the Book of Allah and
studying it among themselves, except that tranquility
descends upon them, mercy envelops them, angels

surround them, and Allah mentions them among those close
to Him.”"

Look at this honor! Look at the prestigious status of the seekers of
Islamic knowledge! Their path to Paradise is made easy, surrounded
by angels, encompassed by Allah’s Mercy, enjoying peace and
tranquility in this troubled world! Their path to reaching Allah’s
Forgiveness in the Hereafter cannot be compared to any worldly status
that could be attained, not when Allah praises them among the highest
ranking angels! How could we de-prioritize a path which includes the
following virtues, mentioned by the noble Messenger of Allah (may
Allah raise his rank and grant him peace):
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“Whoever takes a path to seek knowledge, Allah sets him on
a path towards Paradise. Indeed, the angels do lower their

' It was collected by Muslim (2699) in his Saheeh, from the report of Aboo Hurayrah
(may Allah be pleased with him).
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wings in admiration of a seeker of knowledge. And indeed,
all things in the heavens and earth, even the fish in the sea,
do seek forgiveness for the person of knowledge. The
superiority of the person of knowledge over the [ignorant]
worshipper is like the superiority of the moon over the rest
of the stars. Indeed, the scholars are the inheritors of the
prophets. The prophets did not leave inheritance of gold or
silver coins; they only left the inheritance of knowledge.
Whoever takes some of it has attained a plentiful share!” '

Since Allah’s Forgiveness is only earned through khashyah (fear) of
Him, and since that fear is only attained through knowledge, let us turn
to the people of knowledge to be reminded about this path and its
tremendous virtues. Let us turn to one of the best of the scholars of
Ahlus-Sunnah of our recent era, the virtuous scholar, Shaykh Rabee’
ibn Haadee al-Madkhalee (may Allah have Mercy on him), and benefit
from his insightful reminders, advice, and fatherly concern.

In this book, The Noble Status of the Student and His Complete
Adornment, Shaykh Rabee’ (may Allah have Mercy on him) explains
how Allah reminds His prophets and their followers about the great
blessing of knowledge. He reminds us about the disgraceful blindness
of ignorance and the duty to learn and teach. He admonishes us to be
upright and embody the knowledge, with patience, avoiding deviant
paths. He warns us against common betrayals of the trust of
knowledge, like the misplaced loyalty of the so-called ‘Muslim
Brotherhood’ and how they continually obstruct the Muslims from the
noble path of knowledge and correct implementation. He emphasizes
the need to implement knowledge of Islam in one’s stances and loyalty
and provides historical examples of the terrible consequences of failing
to live up to its principles. He encourages us to be diligent, loyal, and
uncompromising in our support of the truth and its people. He ends the
discussion with an important explanation of the narration about the

' It was collected by Ahmad and the authors of the four Sunan, from the report of Aboo
ad-Dardaa’ (may Allah be pleased with him); authenticated by al-Albaanee in Saheeh
al-Jaami’ (6297).
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three types of soil as they receive rain and how that relates to people’s
responses to Islamic knowledge.

The shaykh (may Allah reward him, have Mercy on him, and forgive
him) was then asked four questions after the lecture. One was specific
to a recent publication and thus omitted from the publication. We have
included his answers to the remaining three, beginning on page 78.

The shaykh’s unique passion is felt throughout the topic. His fatherly
concern is evident. His ability to turn recent historical events into real-
life lessons is a much-needed extension, bridging the gap between the
principles understood from textual evidence and modern-day events,
a harmful gap only recognized and remedied by his likes among the
scholars. May Allah reward him and have Mercy on him.

The source of the book in front of you is a transcribed lecture delivered
by the shaykh sometime before the year 1431. It was transcribed by
the brother, Muhammad ‘Emaad Nowfal (may Allah reward him with
goodness). His initial transcription was read to the shaykh by our
brother, Shaykh Abu Is-haaq Zuhayr ibn ‘Eesaa as-Sataa’ifee (may
Allah reward him with goodness), who made adjustments and
additions according to the shaykh’s wishes. This was completed on
Saturday, the 17t of Safar, 1431 (February 1, 2010) in Makkah. This
topic, Sharaf at-Taalib wa Kamaal Zeenatihi, was later selected to be
the opening subject of beautiful scholarly advice and reminders
entitted, Marhaban Yaa Taalib al-llm (pp.9-41), published by al-
Meeraath an-Nabawee Publications in Algeria. We relied on the
second revised edition, published in the year 1434 (2013). The
questions and answers found on pages 78-89 of this book are found
on pages 327-332 of Marhaban.

By Allah’s Permission, we have also included along with this translation
a few helpful resources:

e A brief biography of the author (pp.11-14)
e Aglossary of Arabic terms used (pp.91-94)
e Three quizzes with answer keys (pp.95-101)

| ask Allah to generously reward my brothers and sisters who have
helped prepare this publication. Most specifically, Shaykh Abu
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Muhammad Ridhwaan al-Maghribi (may Allah bless and preserve him)
encouraged me to complete this project helped me understand a few
phrases | was having difficulty understanding. Also, my respected
brother, Gibril Harding (may Allah bless and preserve him), offered
more of his valuable support in editing.

| ask that you supplicate for them, for Allah’s Mercy and Forgiveness,
and that you also supplicate for my ever-supportive community at the
First Muslim Mosque (al-Masjid al-Awwal) in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
May Allah reward our brothers and sisters at the Salafee masjids of
Chicago for inviting me and coordinating the study of this book. And as
always, may Allah bless and reward my loving and supportive family,
Umm al-‘Abbaas and our respected children, for all their much-needed
support.
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MooOSAA RICHARDSON

Education Director
First Muslim Mosque
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Email: MR@bakkah.net
X/Twitter: @1MMeducation
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A Word of Acknowledgement & Appreciation
Regarding the Exemplary Cooperation in Chicago

| was recently invited to come to the city of Chicago and teach from
this book at some of the respected masjids there which ascribe to the
Sunnah and the way of the Salaf. May Allah reward them for their good
thoughts of me and their exemplary cooperation in calling to the way
of Allah and sharing this message with the people. | ask Allah to make
these masijids beacons of light in the West, as | ask Him, the Mighty
and Majestic, to make the leadership, administrators, volunteers, and
attendees of these respected masjids among the best of the Salafees,
with beautiful ongoing cooperation in matters pleasing to Allah, with
true, enduring patience and exemplary implementation of Islam, in
word and deed, openly and secretly.

AW, N
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| Chicago

Such cooperation and brotherhood in difficult times is absolutely
inspirational. | ask Allah to make them all highly rewarded examples,
looked up to and followed in these good efforts. And | ask Him, the
Exalted and Lofty, to accept from us and them and to forgive us and
them.

MooOSAA RICHARDSON
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Biography of the Author

The beautiful advice you are about to read, in shaa’ Allah, was
originally transcribed from a lecture delivered by the great scholar of
Hadeeth, the precise, guided critic and devout advisor, al-'Allaamah
Rabee' ibn Haadee ibn 'Umayr al-Madkhalee (may Allah have Mercy
on him).

He was born in 1351 in a small village west of Saamitah, in the
southern region of Saudi Arabia. He studied under the teachers and
scholars there, most notably the likes of Shaykh Haafith al-Hakamee,
Shaykh Ahmad an-Najmee, and Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al-
Jaamee (may Allah have Mercy on all of them), until leaving to study
at the Faculty of Sharee'ah in Riyadh in 1381. Shortly after his arrival
there, the newly founded Islamic University of al-Madeenah opened,
where he quickly relocated.

At the new university in al-Madeenah, he studied under great scholars
like Shaykh Ibn Baaz, Shaykh al-Albaanee, and Shaykh
Muhammad al-Ameen ash-Shingeetee (may Allah have Mercy on all
of them). By the year 1400, he had completed his master's and doctoral
degrees and had taken up teaching at the Islamic University of al-
Madeenah, where he held the position of Department Head of Sunnah
Studies.

The great scholars of this era, their senior-most references for the
Ummah, the likes of Shaykh Ibn Baaz, Shaykh al-Albaanee, Shaykh
Ibn 'Uthaymeen, Shaykh Muqbil al-Waadi'ee, and many others (may
Allah have Mercy on them all), have spoken highly of this great scholar.
There are many published biographies of the shaykh which list these
numerous praises and recommendations, so there is no pressing need
to list them all here once again. One such quote was recorded from the
eminent scholar, Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-'Uthaymeen
(may Allah have Mercy on him), when he was asked about people who
claim that Shaykh Rabee's recordings should be avoided and that he
causes problems:

| consider this a mistake and a huge error. Shaykh Rabee'is from
the scholars of Sunnah, the people of goodness. His creed is
sound, and his methodology is upright. Yet, after he spoke
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against some people's beloved figureheads of this era, they
characterized him with these problems.’

This testimony from this well-known scholar should suffice all people
of sincerity and fairness. Quite simply, the greatest of this era's
scholars recognized him as a leading scholar, and they recognize the
misguided attempts to discredit him. They have exposed these plots at
their roots and advised the ummah well. Yet, controversy surrounding
scholars is nothing new. The greatest of the Muslim scholars
throughout history had commonly been the subject of controversy and
false claims and accusations. Whenever the people of falsehood
cannot find any genuine mistakes from a scholar in order to discredit
him, they invent mistakes, attribute them to the scholars, and then go
on to refute them based on that!

Shaykh Rabee's criticism of popular figures who opposed the
foundations of true Islamic teachings caused him to be targeted by
such people and their supporters all over the world, as exposed by
Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen. The shaykh had nobly persevered through
many misguided smear campaigns over the decades.

For example, 30 years ago, when Shaykh Rabee' and other scholars
were busy advising the ummah to stay away from the deviations of the
misguided, yet widely popular author, Sayyid Qutb, fans and
supporters of Qutb worked overtime to discredit the shaykh and run
the people away from him. Yet today, Qutb's supporters are few and
far between. The masses now have a good level of awareness of the
warnings issued by Shaykh Rabee' and other scholars, and to Allah
alone is the praise. Those who would emotionally refer to Qutb
previously as an unrivaled scholar of Tafseer, greater in rank than even
Ibn Katheer (!), have now, for the most part, come to grips with Qutb's
reality. He was, in fact, an uneducated author whose writings were
riddled with serious errors in foundational beliefs. The devil decorates
the ink of an eloquent man's pen, and the hearts fall in love, blinded
and dazzled. The scholars, like Shaykh Rabee' (may Allah reward him
generously and have Mercy on him), are the ones who lift the spell and
return the Muslims to their timeless principles and foundations, by the
Permission of Allah.

' From a recorded phone lecture delivered to the Muslims of Holland.
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In the year 1421, Shaykh Muqbil ibn Haadee al-Waadi'ee (may Allah
have Mercy on him), during his stay in Makkah, advised me personally
to stay close to Shaykh Rabee' and to return matters of concern or
confusion back to him. It was great scholarly advice which | valued and
implemented, and all praise is due to Allah. It did indeed help me
tremendously throughout the course of my studies.

| attended Shaykh Rabee’s public and private lessons over the
following decade, benefitting from the study of many great books and
sciences under this upstanding man of grounded knowledge (may
Allah have Mercy on him). | studied Kitaab at-Towheed and ash-
Sharee’ah under him at Shaykh Ibn Baaz's masjid in Makkah, until the
shaykh became too weak to continue teaching at the masjid. From
1423 or so, most of the shaykh's lessons were held at his respected
home in the al-'Awaalee suburb of Makkah. Over the years, | heard
invaluable commentary on Saheeh al-Bukhaaree, Saheeh Muslim and
other books of Hadeeth, as well as the works of Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn
al-Qayyim, and the classic texts of creed by the imaams: Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, al-Barbahaaree, al-Aajurree, as-Saaboonee, al-Laalakaa'ee,
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhaab, Haafith al-Hakamee, and many
others (may Allah have Mercy on them all).

He emphasized that his house was open to me, day or night, and he
encouraged me to benefit from his personal library as much as | could,
as | only lived a ten-minute drive from his home. In those years, |
observed nothing but exemplary manners, patience, sincere advice,
excellent hosting of guests, integrity, and principles. The shaykh
remained busy around the clock teaching, researching, reading, and
advising. He napped with books all around him. When he was sick, he
would have us read books like at-Tathkirah of al-Qurtubee to him, a
book about dying and the affairs of the grave and beyond.

His expectations of his students were always very high, and he would
advise us sharply and insist on lofty standards of character and
unbiased research and investigation of narrations. He forbade us from
blindly following him, Shaykh al-Albaanee, or any other scholar. He
insisted that we know the issues we speak of, from their foundations
and evidences. Some people who do not know this upright imaam of
Sunnah (may Allah have Mercy on him) claim that he required his
students to blindly follow him (!), yet | have never seen a scholar more
devout than him in forbidding his students from blindly following him!

13



Others who did not know him accuse him of arrogance (!), yet he was
quite the opposite, a man of obvious humility and humbleness. People
would come from all around the world to ask him questions on various
Islamic topics, and rightly so, and yet he would often say, "Go ask the
scholars," as if he were not from them!

As | was preparing to leave Saudi Arabia in 1434, and as Shaykh
Rabee’ himself (may Allah have Mercy on him) was preparing to move
back to al-Madeenah as well, | visited him at his home in Makkah,
along with my longtime companion and elder, Abu Zeiad Khalid Bagais
(may Allah bless his health and preserve him), thinking that it might be
the last time | would see the shaykh. | was able to express some of my
gratitude for all of his fatherly advice and patience with me over the
years. The shaykh advised me well and at length. Then in 1437, Allah
enabled me to perform ‘Umrah with my brothers from America, and |
was able to visit the shaykh at his home in al-Madeenah and benefit
further from his advice and encouragements. A few years later, Allah
enabled me to visit him again (may Allah have Mercy on him).

The shaykh passed away in al-Madeenah, the eve of Thursday, the
15t of al-Muharram, 1447, at the age of 95. May Allah have Mercy on
him and enable the Muslims to continue benefitting from the grounded
knowledge and tremendous insight he put forth.

This is how | view him, and Allah is his Haseeb (True
Reckoner). | praise no one, thinking such praise to be his
absolute reality with Allah’

Moosaa Richardson?

"This Prophetic disclaimer is an established Sunnah, based on an authentic
hadeeth collected by al-Bukhaaree (2662) and Muslim (3000), from the report of
Aboo Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him):
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“Whoever must praise [a person], let him say: This is how I view him,
and Allah is his Haseeb (True Reckoner). | praise no one, thinking
such praise to be his absolute reality with Allah.”

2 This biography was published recently in the book, When Allah Wants Good for

Someone He Grants Him Figh (Understanding) in the Religion. 1t was originally
14



https://www.bakkah.net/en/when-allah-wants-good-for-someone.htm
https://www.bakkah.net/en/when-allah-wants-good-for-someone.htm

a o v/ !
o) A\ I\ @
la\ Uicd 680

$
o pubeg
The Noble Status of the Student
& His Complete Adornment, in

Knowinhg the Virtues of Knowledge
& Its Great Level of Importance

published in the book, Questions from the West Answered by Salafee Scholars,
in 1439 (2018).
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious,
the Ever Merciful.

Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His assistance,
and seek refuge with Him from the evils of our own selves and the evil
[consequences] of our deeds. Whomever Allah guides cannot be
misled by anyone. Whomever He leads astray cannot be guided by
anyone. | testify that no one has any right to worship other than Allah,
alone, without any partners. | further testify that Muhammad was His
worshipful slave and messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant
him peace).

“O you who believe! Be pious unto Allah, with the piety He
deserves, and do not die except as Muslims.” (3:102)

“O Mankind! Be pious unto your Lord who created you all from a
single soul. From that soul, He created its mate. He then sent forth
multitudes of men and women from those two. So be pious unto
Allah, the One through whom you ask [for things] by Him (i.e., in
His Name), and take care of the ties of kinship. Indeed, Allah is an
All-Watcher over you.” (4:1)

“O you who believe! Be pious unto Allah and speak with a well-
grounded word. He will rectify your actions for you and forgive
you your sins. Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger certainly
achieves a great achievement.” (33:70-71)

As for what follows: Surely, the most truthful speech is the Book of
Allah, and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad (may Allah
raise his rank and grant him peace). The worst affairs are the newly
invented matters [added into the Religion]. Every newly invented
matter is innovation. Every innovation is a kind of misguidance. In one
version: And every kind of misguidance leads to the Hellfire."

"It was collected by an-Nasaa’ee (1578) from the report of Jaabir ibn ‘Abdillaah
(may Allah be pleased with him); authenticated by al-Albaanee in Saheeh al-
Jaami’ (1353).
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As for what follows:

Indeed, knowledge has a [special] status with Allah, the Blessed and
Most High. Allah reminds the prophets about it, as it is the most
virtuous thing He gave them after prophethood and messengership.
Allah reminds the prophets and messengers (may He raise their ranks
and grant them peace) about this blessing, the blessing of knowledge.
Also, the scholars are thereafter the inheritors of the prophets,
inheriting knowledge, not worldly possessions.

Allah, the Blessed and Most High, reminds His noble prophet (may
Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) about this blessing, saying:
“And Allah sent down upon you the Book and the Wisdom, and
He taught you what you did not know. The favor of Allah upon you
is indeed a great one.” (4:113)

And He says about Yoosuf, the devoutly honest believer (may He raise
his rank and grant him peace): “Once he came of age, We gave him
authority and knowledge. Such is how We reward the proficiently
pious.” (12:22)

He said something similar about Moosaa (may He raise his rank and
grant him peace): “Once he came of age and was fully matured, We
gave him authority and knowledge. Such is how We reward the
proficiently pious.” (28:14)

Allah, the Blessed and Most High, also reminds the entire Islamic
ummah, from its very core, the unlettered Arabs, those who had been
in evident misguidance, until Allah, the Blessed and Most High, sent
among them the final seal of all messengers (may He raise his rank
and grant him peace), in order to lead them out of darkness and into
the light, by knowledge and with revelation. “Alif-Laam-Raa’. A book
We have sent down to you...” The book is knowledge. “In order to
lead mankind out of darkness and into the light.” (14:1)

He, the Most High, says: “He is the One who sent among the
unlettered a messenger from among themselves, reciting to them
His verses...”

18
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“...Purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom.
They had indeed been in evident misguidance before that.” (62:2)

He, the Most High, also says: “Allah did indeed bestow His favor
upon the believers when He sent among them a messenger from
among themselves, reciting to them His verses, purifying them,
and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom. They had indeed
been in evident misguidance before that.” (3:164)

He, the Most High, also says: “Just as We sent among you a
messenger from yourselves, reciting to you Our verses, purifying
you, teaching you the Book and the Wisdom, and teaching you
what you did not know. So remember Me; | shall remember you.
Be grateful to Me, and do not be ingrates to Me.” (2:151-152)

He commands them to remember Him and be grateful to Him, due to
how He blessed them with a message of knowledge. He blessed them
with knowledge and with Muhammad (may Allah raise his rank and
grant him peace). He (Allah) is the One who resurrected this ummah
after it had been an ignorant nation, a nation that was essentially dead.
Allah resurrected them with Islam, the religion of knowledge, and with
Muhammad (may He raise his rank and grant him peace).

Allah praises the scholars in many of His clear verses. The noble
messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) also praised
them, as found in his purified Sunnah. Due to the status of knowledge
and the scholars, Allah has mentioned them as witnesses in the
greatest of all topics, Allah’s right to be worshipped alone. He, the
Exalted and Most High, says: “Allah testifies that no one has any
right to be worshipped but Him, as the angels and the people of
knowledge also testify. He upholds [that testimony] with justice.
None have any right to be worshipped other than Him, the
Almighty, the All Wise.” (3:18)

Such is a tremendous subject and a crucially important one. It is the
Towheed of Allah (His right to be worshipped alone), the Blessed and
Most High. It was something which the pagans arrogantly refused, as
did the people of the Book (i.e., the Jews and Christians). They
arrogantly rejected this noble messenger (may Allah raise his rank and
grant him peace), just as the enemies of Allah had previously rejected
Allah’s messengers in issues of Towheed...
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...As the ongoing struggle between the messengers and their nations was
always over this issue of Towheed, the right of Allah to be worshipped
alone.

Consider that Allah [Himself], the Blessed and Most High, testifies that no
one truly deserves any worship other than Allah, and that Muhammad was
truthful in [conveying] that message. Consider how He even cites the
testimony of the angels along with His, and no one besides Allah knows
how many angels there are! Additionally, He also cites the testimony of
the people of knowledge about His right to be worshipped alone, and that
it is a reality. With all of this, no concern can be given to the worthless,
disgraced, ignorant ones when they reject Allah’s right to be worshipped
alone and disbelieve in the Messenger of Allah.

Indeed, Allah, the Lord of all things, the One who sent the messengers,
the Creator of all Jinn and humans in order for them to worship Him,
testifies that the message of Muhammad is true, and that this Towheed is
the core principle of all divine messages. The message of Muhammad
(may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) is rooted in this Book (the
Quran). Allah, the Lord of all things, also testifies to this word, the word of
Towheed which Muhammad (may Allah raise his rank and grant him
peace) came with, despite the arrogant rejection of idol worshippers and
the people of the Book.

Allah, the Lord of all things, the Owner of the entire universe, the One
worshipped by right, testifies that no one deserves any worship other than
Him. His noble and obedient angels also testify to this, as do the people
of knowledge, those empowered with knowledge about Allah’s sole right
to be worshipped alone. Thus, no regard is given to those who oppose
this. No concern is given to anyone besides those mentioned as
witnesses.

One aspect of how noble the people of knowledge are to Allah, the
Blessed and Most High, is found in how He paired the testimony of the
scholars with His own testimony. This means the people of knowledge
have a truly great status indeed. Likewise, He paired the testimony of the
people of knowledge with the testimony of the angels.

Such is a great status held by the scholars. They are the scholars who
know the revelation and Towheed, those who act in accordance to
Towheed and the revelation, not just anyone who claims to be from the
people of knowledge...
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It is not just any knowledge which holds this status; it is only the
knowledge of revelation and the scholars who know that revelation, the
scholars of divine messages and books revealed by Allah. They are
the scholars of this last message which is a final seal to all the previous
messages. They are the ones who know the Book of Allah, which does
not omit a single thing needed by the people. All such things are
clarified therein, “We have not neglected anything whatsoever in
the Book.” (6:38)

The purified Sunnah adds even more clarity to this clarity: “And We
sent down to you the Reminder, in order for you to clarify to the
people what was sent down to them.” (16:44) This praise is only for
the people of this kind of knowledge, the knowledge which Muhammad
came with (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace). It is what
Allah spoke about when He said, “And if you were to follow their
desires after the knowledge that has come to you, you would
certainly be among the wrong doers.” (2:145)

This knowledge which Muhammad (may Allah raise his rank and grant
him peace) came with is the one praised and spoken so highly of. Its
people are praised and lauded, with the condition that they act in
accordance with that knowledge. Otherwise, if they do not act by it, it
will be a source of agony upon them. A hadeeth is coming on the topic
of such a person who knows but does not act [by his knowledge].

Allah, the Blessed and Most High, also says: “Say: Are those who
know equal to those who do not know? The only ones who reflect
are the people of intellect.” (39:9)

Allah says just before that [question]: “Otherwise, what about
someone devoutly obedient, in prostrating at times of the night
and standing [in prayer], worried about the Hereafter, hoping for
his Lord’s Mercy? Say: Are those who know equal to those who
do not know?” (39:9)

This is because knowledge is what made their beds uncomfortable and
led them to spend their nights in prostration and standing [in prayer],
fearing the punishment of the Hereafter, hoping for the Mercy of Allah,
the gardens which Allah promises the pious: “Their sides forsake
their beds, as they call upon their Lord in fear and hope...” (32:16)
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included in the full version, with the

Arabic text and English translation,
as seen here.
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https://www.bakkah.net/en/new-publication-the-noble-status-of-the-student-his-complete-adornment-in-knowing-the-virtues-of-knowledge-its-great-level-of-importance.htm

Questions on the topic of:
“The Noble Status of the Student
& His Complete Adornment
In Knowing the Virtues of Knowledge
& Its Great Level of Importance”

QUESTION (1): What is the ruling on Islamic songs and purposeful
Islamic educational programs? What could be used to replace them
in our summer educational programs?

ANSWER (1): By Allah, these songs are things the predecessors
knew nothing about; they did not have anything to do with them.
Many, many schools have been established by Salafee
governments, and they never had any of these songs. These songs
are taken from the Soofees and the Rawaafidh. They are tools used
to drag the Salafees down and pull them away from the Salafee
ranks into the ranks of the people of innovation and the ranks of the
[Muslim] Brotherhood. Plays, songs, and all these games, they
claim that these things are methods of calling [to Islam]. They are
only Shaytaan’s methods of calling [to evil]. They are only calls to
innovation. They are a trial for the people, preventing them from the
truth, diverting them into falsehood. These things must be
abandoned.

The substitute is the Quran. The substitute is the Sunnah. You have
the Nooniyyah [Poem] of Ibn al-Qayyim on Towheed and Sunnah;
recite it! There are other poems calling to Salafee creed and
methodology and rebuking the people of trials and the people of
innovation.

Regarding theatrical plays: The origin of plays is polytheistic rituals
invented for the purpose of worshiping idols...
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...The Greeks started it, and then the Romans took it from them.
When the Romans colonized Egypt and the Levantine before Islam,
they put on these plays. When Islam came, it wiped them away
entirely, until the Muslim Brotherhood brought them back, and then
brought them into this land. The [Arabian] Peninsula never knew
anything about plays, not in the times of pre-Islamic ignorance, nor
after Islam came, until the Muslim Brotherhood brought them. Why?
To aid Islam?! No, to corrupt the youth and turn them away from the
Salafee methodology!

Plays are actually lies. Ibn Baaz, the mufti of this land, said they are
lies, not permissible. Al-Albaanee said likewise, along with other
scholars of Islam. Al-Fowzaan and others all said they are
impermissible, not allowed."

With all of this, history has unveiled and studies have shown that
the origin of these plays is actually idol worship. So how could it be
appropriate for any Muslim to get involved in such things and adopt
them as a method of calling [to Islam]?!!

The methods for calling [to Islam] are the Quran and Sunnah, “Allah
said; the Messenger of Allah said.” This is the call of the
messengers. It is built upon clarifications, and upon proof and
evidence. It is not built upon dancing, games, and lies.

QUESTION (2): Is advising people exclusively for the religious
police, or is it for every Muslim based on the limit of his knowledge?

ANSWER (2): It is general for every Muslim, but only in the
legislated way. “Whoever of you sees an evil thing...”

' See: Majmoo’ Fataawaa ash-Shaykh lbn Baaz (5/271-272), al-Muntagaa min
Fataawaa al-Fowzaan (3/193), Fataawaa al-Lajnah ad-Daa’imah (26/265-268,
no.21023, 4336), and Eeqaaf an-Nabeel ‘alaa Hukm at-Tamtheel of Shaykh
‘Abdus-Salaam ibn Barjis (may Allah have Mercy on him).
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The complete text of the Q&A is
included in the full version, with the
Arabic text and English translation,

as seen here.
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This topic, “The Noble Status of the Student...” is found in the book,
Marhaban Yaa Taalib al-‘lim, featured above (pp.9-41).
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Glossary of Arabic Terms Used

‘Aad e A civilization of rebellious disbelievers to
whom the Prophet, Hood, was sent

s .« The People of the Sunnah, i.e., the
Ahlus-Sunnah &) ’Ja)  followers of the Sunnah; a name for those
practicing Islam correctly

Literally, the “Brotherhood”, a reference to
s al-lkhwaan al-Muslimoon, the (so-called)
Al-lkhwaan G\jr'}f\ “Muslim Brotherhood” deviant group, from
g the modern manifestations of the
Khawaarij sect

. PN A great scholar, used as a title of respect
Allaamah e for a high-ranking scholar

s A deviant group of Soofee gravesite
At-Tableegh 'CA.,:J\ fanatics who travel about in caravans
calling to their way

A description of an individual belonging to
Ba’thist Cen the Ba’thee group, a socialist political party
of Arab nationalist secularists.

A deviant group (usually among the
‘3‘&!’5 Shee’ah) who believes that the texts of
oo revelation are freely interpreted to have
hidden meanings

Baatiniyyah

(1) understanding; (2) the field of Islamic
Figh VL) Jurisprudence, i.e., rulings of worship,
manners, and transactions

(1) Analysis and understanding of current
. - gty A% events; (2) a phrase commonly used by
Fighul-Waaqi 8‘ L Ikhwaanees to speak about major issues
of politics without returning to the scholars

4 (1) a narrative; (2) a narration from the
Hadeeth e Prophet (s 4ile & JLa)
Hasan . .
The complete glossary is included in
the full version, as seen here.
Haseeb
Ikhwaanee 2 51e A follower of the deviation of al-lkhwaan al-
e Muslimoon; see: al-lkhwaan

31


https://www.bakkah.net/en/new-publication-the-noble-status-of-the-student-his-complete-adornment-in-knowing-the-virtues-of-knowledge-its-great-level-of-importance.htm

QUIZ 1: General Understanding of the Content

Answer the following questions about the general content of the book, The Noble
Status of the Student and His Complete Adornment. Check your answers using
the answer key on page 101.

1. Which of the following is NOT one of the main ideas of this book?

A.
B.
C.
D.

the blessing of Islamic knowledge

the importance of acting according to one’s knowledge
travelling to seek knowledge

warning against deviation and its people

2. Why does the author mention the two noble prophets, Yoosuf and Moosaa?

A.
B.
C.
D.

as examples of noble lineage paired with righteous actions

to show the superiority of Moosaa over Yoosuf

as examples of reminders about the blessing of knowledge on individuals
to show comparatively how different their unique character traits were

3. What connection is made between the scholars and the angels?

A.
B.
C.
D.

The scholars seek forgiveness for the angels.

The angels seek forgiveness for the scholars.

Scholars can eventually become angels at a certain point.
Allah cites the testimony of both the angels and the scholars.

4. What specific reminder is offered about contradicting one’s knowledge and
not rejecting evil and warning against it?

A.
B.
C.
D.

The angels hate those who violate their knowledge.

The heart can become blind and confused.

Those who violate their knowledge resemble donkeys carrying books.
The mountains are about to crumble from such self-betrayal.

5. Which specific example is NOT mentioned in this book?

A.
B.

the execution of Saddam Hussein
the mujaahidoon being denied positions of authority in Afghanistan

Three complete 10-question quizzes,
with answer keys, are included in the

full version, as seen here.
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