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PREFACE

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord, Creator, and Sustainer of all things. | testify that no one
deserves any type of worship whatsoever aside from Allah, Alone; He has no partners in
that right. | also testify that Muhammad was His worshipful slave and messenger. May Allah
raise his rank and grant him and his family and companions peace.

There is nothing like knowledge of Islam! There is no science or discipline that cleanses the
heart, purifies the soul, and rectifies false ambitions and corrupt intentions by Allah’s
Permission, other than the noble sciences of the Quran and the Sunnah. As a person learns
the meanings of the texts of revelation, he learns about what Allah requires and loves, as
well as what He hates and forbids. A student of Islam learns the actual path to Paradise
and must embrace it in word and deed, with sincerity. He learns about the paths to Hell
and must shun them, hoping for safety and well-being in the Hereafter.

The path of knowledge in Islam is the only path which leads to the true fear of Allah, as He,
the Exalted and Majestic, says:
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“The only ones who truly fear Allah among His slaves are the scholars.” (35:28)

The Prophet (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) identified the unique and lofty
status of the people of knowledge, when he said:
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“Whoever takes a path to seek [Islamic] knowledge, Allah makes a path for him to
reach Paradise. Angels lower their wings in admiration of the seeker of knowledge.
Everything in the heavens and everything on earth seek forgiveness for the scholar,
even the fish in the sea. The virtue of the scholar over the worshipper is like the virtue
of the moon over the rest of the stars. Indeed, the scholars are the inheritors of the
prophets. Indeed, the prophets did not leave behind any gold or silver coins; they left
knowledge as inheritance. Whoever takes that has taken a plentiful share!”

Many of the early Muslim scholars considered learning and applying Islamic knowledge to
be the very best form of worship, greater than even prayer and other pillars of Islam.

Ibn Shihaab az-Zuhree (d.124, may Allah have Mercy on him) said:
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“Allah is not worshipped with anything like Figh.""
Sufyaan ath-Thowree (d.161, may Allah have Mercy on him) said:
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“l do not know of any action on the face of the earth more virtuous than
seeking [knowledge of] Hadeeth, for one who seeks by it the Face of Allah.”?

Is-haaq ibn Raahawayh asked Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d.241, may Allah have Mercy on him)
about those who say:
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“Reviewing [Islamic] knowledge for part of the night
is more dear to me than praying the [whole] night.”

He explained that it refers to:
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“Knowledge which benefits people in the affair of their religion.”

Is-haaq asked for more clarity, “Does that mean: Wudhoo, prayer, fasting, Hajj, and divorce
rulings, etc.?” Ahmad said, “Yes.” Is-haaq then expressed agreement with this.?

With lofty, virtuous ranks come lofty expectations. Islamic knowledge is not approached
except with the most refined of character and noble manners. Once, the great scholar of
Egypt, Layth ibn Sa'd (d.175, may Allah have Mercy on him), saw some inappropriate
behavior from some students of knowledge, so he said to them:
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What is this?! You need of a little bit of manners
more than you need a lot of knowledge!*

If the people of the past would focus so heavily on shortcomings and weaknesses within
the manners of the learners, actively addressing and resolving those things, among those
amazing early generations where knowledge was alive and thriving, then what about today,
in our era of overwhelming neglect and widespread heedlessness?! We have a much greater
need to refine our manners and improve our approach to seeking Islamic knowledge!

With the right manners and approach, the heart becomes prepared to absorb the finest of
teachings in the best way, leading to the best application. Without the proper approach,
the best teachings can be undervalued, unappreciated, or even abandoned after they are
learned. Magnificent teachings that could pave a man’s way to Paradise are sadly turned

1 Jaami’ Ma’'mar, as found in Musannaf ‘Abdir-Razzaaq (11/256).

2 Sharaf As-Haab al-Hadeeth of al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadee (p.81).

3 Masaa'il al-Kowsaj (3272), as cited in al~Jaami’ li-‘Uloom al-Imaam Ahmad (5/35). This was
something attributed to lbn ‘Abbaas (may Allah be pleased with him).

4 Sharaf As-haab al-Hadeeth of al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadee (p.122).
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against him as proofs, condemning him and destroying him! Some people of knowledge
are the first ones to be tossed into the Hellfire on the Day of Judgment! This is a truly
frightening reality, something about which the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank
and grant him peace) warned us:
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A man sought [Islamic] knowledge, taught it, and recited the Quran, and so he is
brought forth. He (Allah) makes him aware of His blessings, and so he acknowledges
them. He asks, ‘What did you do with them?’ He replies, ‘I learned [Islamic] knowledge
and taught it, and | read the Quran, for You!' ‘You have lied,’ He says, ‘You only
learned so it would be said that you were a scholar; you only read the Quran so it
would be said that you were a reciter. And so those things were said.’ He is then
seized and dragged upon his face, until he is tossed into the Hellfire!®

So consider carefully that a person can be academically accomplished and widely
recognized for Islamic knowledge, yet he is nothing but fuel for the Hellfire! We can see
clearly that mere academic achievement does not mean salvation in the Hereafter. True
salvation requires sincerity and other essential manners along with authentic knowledge.

We ask Allah to aid us all in our attainment and application of beneficial knowledge. We
are certainly in need of the most essential reminders about how to approach and benefit
from knowledge of Islam in the best way. This text, Min Aadaab al-Muallimeen wal-
Muta allimeen, is a fantastic beginning to such a noble path, providing healthy guidance on
the topic, rooted in the solid scholarly insight of a great imaam in Islamic knowledge, Shaykh
‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Naasir as-Sa’dee (may Allah have Mercy on him).

In this workbook, you will find the entire text along with ample space for note taking during
classes. The 21 main points and their headings are actually from Shaykh ‘Abdus-Salaam ibn
Burjis (may Allah have Mercy on him), where he included this text at the back end of his
tremendous book, ‘Awaa’iq at-Talab, adding the headings for clarity. That book was
translated into English by our brother, Shaykh Qaasim Mutiva (may Allah preserve him and
enable him to aid his brothers and sisters in the best ways), under the English title,
Obstacles in the Path of Seeking Knowledge.

Additionally, appendices including the entire text of Aadaab al-Muallimeen wal-
Muta allimeen in Arabic (both voweled and unvoweled versions), as well as the
uninterrupted English translation, are all found in the back of this workbook.

This workbook was not intended for independent self-study, rather students of Islamic
knowledge study texts under scholars and qualified teachers. This effort is intended to
assist you in such a study. If you cannot find any such scholar or qualified teacher explaining

5 Saheeh Muslim (no.1905), as reported by Aboo Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him).



this text, then you may opt to study the classes | teach at Masjid as-Sahaaba in Columbus
Ohio. The recordings of those ongoing classes are being made available in different ways:

e On the 1MM Spreaker Channel (www.spreaker/user/radio1mm) [re-mastered audio]
e On our Patreon channel (www.patreon.com/1MMeducation) [live & recorded video]
e By Masjid as-Sahaaba as well (masjidassahaba.mixlr.com) [live audio]

This Kindle version, a "Print Replica" edition (similar to the PDF version available), will be
useful to those who have tablets which allow the user to write notes on the page, /n shaa’
Allah. Also, those who live in countries where it is difficult or not possible to order the print
edition may find benefit in this electronic version. Otherwise, we recommend the high-
quality print version of this workbook for all those who can get a copy. A paperback version
is suitable for most students; a hardcover version is also available.

| ask Allah to reward all of those who have helped with this project. May Allah bless and
reward the respected leadership and administration of Masjid as-Sahaaba for hosting me
and facilitating these classes. May Allah bless and reward my brother, Gibril Harding, for
his help in proofreading. May Allah bless and reward my home team, the 1MM community
and leadership, for their ongoing support, and my other home team, Umm al-‘Abbaas and
our respected children, for their unwavering love and invaluable support.

| ask Allah that He grant me and you success in attaining His Pleasure and in drawing near
to Him. May He raise the rank of his Messenger, Muhammad, and grant him and his family
and companions an abundance of peace.

ABUL-'ABBAAS
MOOSAA RICHARDSON

Education Director
First Muslim Mosque
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Email: MR@bakkah.net
X/Twitter: @1MMeducation


http://www.spreaker/user/radio1mm
http://www.patreon.com/1MMeducation
https://masjidassahaba.mixlr.com/
http://www.firstmuslimmosque.com/
mailto:MR@bakkah.net?subject=About%20the%20Kindle%20Version%20of%20al-Muzani's%20Creed
http://www.twitter.com/1mmeducation
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1. Go to www.spreaker.com/user/radio1mm.
2. Scroll down and click on the course: Manners of Knowledge

These high-quality MP3 recordings are available for free. May Allah bless your studies and
grant you success.


http://www.spreaker.com/user/radio1mm
https://www.spreaker.com/user/al-masjid-al-awwal-1mm--7997305
https://www.spreaker.com/user/al-masjid-al-awwal-1mm--7997305
https://www.spreaker.com/podcast/manners-of-knowledge-as-sa-dee--6665682
https://www.spreaker.com/podcast/manners-of-knowledge-as-sa-dee--6665682
https://www.spreaker.com/podcast/manners-of-knowledge-as-sa-dee--6665682
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FOR TEACHERS AND LEARNERS

ORIGINAL ARABIC TEXT

WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION
ALONG WITH AMPLE SPACE FOR
NOTE-TAKING DURING CLASS



POINTS OF BENEFIT REGARDING THE MANNERS OF KNOWLEDGE
FOR BOTH TEACHERS AND LEARNERS

[1. Sincere Intentions] It is especially important for people of knowledge, teachers and
students alike, to prepare a foundation to build all their activity and inactivity upon:
complete sincerity and seeking nearness to Allah with this worship. This is actually the most
magnificent of all acts of worship, and the most complete, beneficial and inclusive of all of
them. They need to check on this magnificent foundation, to ensure its presence in all their
affairs, from the subtle, intricate ones to the apparent ones.
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Whether they are studying or reviewing, researching or debating, reading to someone else
or listening, writing or memorizing, repeating their private lessons or reviewing them or
other issues from other books, sitting in study circles or heading out to attend gatherings
of knowledge, buying books or whatever [supplies] one needs to attain knowledge, sincerity
unto Allah and hoping for His reward and recompense must remain with them. This is so
all their various activity could draw them near [to Allah], in obedience to Allah, in their
journey towards Allah and to the honor He bestows. This is how they might actually fulfill
what he spoke of (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace): “Whoever sets out on a
path to seek knowledge, Allah makes a path to Paradise easy for him.” So every path taken
by people of knowledge which aids them in applying or attaining knowledge, whether that
includes actual physical movements or non-physical activities, is part of this [intention].

14
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[2. Starting Points in Islamic Education] Additionally, it is especially important to begin with
the most important Islamic fields of study and the various science of the Arabic Language
which supports them. The details of this topic are well known. It is important to take the
most direct pathway towards the goal he set. One should select the books of a particular
field of study which are the best, clearest and most beneficial ones. He should designate
most of his focus and energy to that book, memorizing it whenever possible, or at least
studying it repeatedly, so that its meanings are understood and remembered. Then, he goes
back to review and rehearse what he has completed from time to time.

16
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[3. How the Teacher Considers His Student] The teacher must consider the student’s level
of understanding and the strength of his preparation or weakness thereof. He does not
allow him to go on studying a book which is not appropriate for his level. That would be
negligence when advice was needed. This is because a small amount of knowledge which
is grasped and understood is better than large amounts which are not understood and then
lost. Similarly, he clarifies and explains his lesson, based on the student’s level of
comprehension. He does not mix issues together [confusing him]. He does not go from one
set of topics to another before he visualizes and fully grasps the first ones. He builds
foundations of understanding with the previous topics, in order to facilitate comprehension
of the coming topics.

18




031023 3553 “sumdﬁspus /*\uipj [odold //(.M‘su@,.,; G_¥]
Mxégcwscwwmogsm;%i guggﬁxwchwj\
) A8 G O 3 Kt 56 sl 50 e 2 st 1
(AR R (Bleal) Biss Vg s TSY M8 A5 64 3 225 23
85 B0 (e Sl Fas S AT 65 ) e aﬁa»@sa»:u&%
o e g S el

19




Introducing new issues before the student has understood the previous ones leads to loss
of the previous points and a failure to comprehend the next ones. Then, improperly
understood topics pile up and frustrate him, and then he finds difficulty in returning to them
for review. This point must not be overlooked.

20
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The teacher must advise the student well, in every way he is able, teaching him and being
patient with his lack of comprehension. He must be patient with his lack of manners and
rudeness, while being keen to correct him and improve his behavior. The student has such
a significant right over his teacher, since he has turned toward knowledge which benefits
him and other people, and because he has chosen this teacher specifically, and not someone
else. Also, the knowledge which the teacher possesses is his actual wealth which he
protects, grows, and hopes to profit from, and the student is his actual son, inheriting this
wealth from the teacher. He, the Most High, says, “So grant me a close ally (i.e., a son) from
Yourself, one who would inherit from me and from the family of Ya'qoob as well.” [19:5-6]
The intended meaning is the inheritance of knowledge and wisdom.

22
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The teacher is rewarded and compensated for his own efforts of teaching, whether or not
the student gets any of it. If he understands what he is taught, benefits from it in his own
practice, and then shares that benefit with others, that is a source of ongoing reward for
the teacher. Such reward goes on as long as its benefit is continually applied and does not
cease. Such an exemplary transaction is what rightly guided people compete over. The
teacher must exert great effort in setting up such transactions and fostering their
development, as they are from his own [rewardable] deeds. They are also among the
extended impacts of those deeds. He, the Most High, says, “Indeed We bring the dead back
to life; We write what they put forth and their traces [which remain].” [36:12] So “what they
put forth” is what they actually did, directly. “Their traces [which remain]” are what their
deeds led to of [extended] benefits and advantages, or the opposite of that (i.e., harms and
negative impacts).
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He must encourage the student and direct his energy well, without frustrating him by
occupying him with things that are too difficult for him to understand, from the various
fields of study and specific topics.

26
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The full version includes all 21 points laid out in Arabic & English like this.
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APPENDIX |
The Complete Text of the English Translation

Points of Benefit Regarding Manners of Knowledge
for Both Teachers and Learners

[1. Sincere Intentions] It is especially important for people of knowledge, teachers and
students alike, to prepare a foundation to build all their activity and inactivity upon:
complete sincerity and seeking nearness to Allah with this worship. This is actually the most
magnificent of all acts of worship, and the most complete, beneficial and inclusive of all of
them. They need to check on this magnificent foundation, to ensure its presence in all their
affairs, from the subtle, intricate ones to the apparent ones.

Whether they are studying or reviewing, researching or debating, reading to someone else
or listening, writing or memorizing, repeating their private lessons or reviewing them or
other issues from other books, sitting in study circles or heading out to attend gatherings
of knowledge, buying books or whatever [supplies] one needs to attain knowledge, sincerity
unto Allah and hoping for His reward and recompense must remain with them. This is so
all their various activity could draw them near [to Allah], in obedience to Allah, in their
journey towards Allah and to the honor He bestows. This is how they might actually fulfill
what he spoke of (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace): “Whoever sets out on a
path to seek knowledge, Allah makes a path to Paradise easy for him.”

So every path taken by people of knowledge which aids them in applying or attaining
knowledge, whether that includes actual physical movements or non-physical activities, is
part of this [intention].

[2. Starting Points in Islamic Education] Additionally, it is especially important to begin with
the most important Islamic fields of study and the various science of the Arabic Language
which supports them. The details of this topic are well known. It is important to take the
most direct pathway towards the goal he set. One should select the books of a particular
field of study which are the best, clearest and most beneficial ones. He should designate
most of his focus and energy to that book, memorizing it whenever possible, or at least
studying it repeatedly, so that its meanings are understood and remembered. Then, he goes
back to review and rehearse what he has completed from time to time.

[3. How the Teacher Considers His Student] The teacher must consider the student’s level
of understanding and the strength of his preparation or weakness thereof. He does not
allow him to go on studying a book which is not appropriate for his level. That would be
negligence when advice was needed. This is because a small amount of knowledge which
is grasped and understood is better than large amounts which are not understood and then
lost. Similarly, he clarifies and explains his lesson, based on the student’s level of
comprehension. He does not mix issues together [confusing him]. He does not go from one
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set of topics to another before he visualizes and fully grasps the first ones. He builds
foundations of understanding with the previous topics, in order to facilitate comprehension
of the coming topics.

Introducing new issues before the student has understood the previous ones leads to loss
of the previous points and a failure to comprehend the next ones. Then, improperly
understood topics pile up and frustrate him, and then he finds difficulty in returning to
them for review. This point must not be overlooked.

The teacher must advise the student well, in every way he is able, teaching him and being
patient with his lack of comprehension. He must be patient with his lack of manners and
rudeness, while being keen to correct him and improve his behavior. The student has such
a significant right over his teacher, since he has turned toward knowledge which benefits
him and other people, and because he has chosen this teacher specifically, and not someone
else. Also, the knowledge which the teacher possesses is his actual wealth which he
protects, grows, and hopes to profit from, and the student is his actual son, inheriting this
wealth from the teacher. He, the Most High, says, “So grant me a close ally (i.e., a son) from
Yourself, one who would inherit from me and from the family of Ya'qoob as well.” [19:5-6]
The intended meaning is the inheritance of knowledge and wisdom.

The teacher is rewarded and compensated for his own efforts of teaching, whether or not
the student gets any of it. If he understands what he is taught, benefits from it in his own
practice, and then shares that benefit with others, that is a source of ongoing reward for
the teacher. Such reward goes on as long as its benefit is continually applied and does not
cease. Such an exemplary transaction is what rightly guided people compete over. The
teacher must exert great effort in setting up such transactions and fostering their
development, as they are from his own [rewardable] deeds. They are also among the
extended impacts of those deeds. He, the Most High, says, “Indeed We bring the dead back
to life; We write what they put forth and their traces [which remain].” [36:12] So “what they
put forth” is what they actually did, directly. “Their traces [which remain]” are what their
deeds led to of [extended] benefits and advantages, or the opposite of that (i.e., harms and
negative impacts).

He must encourage the student and direct his energy well, without frustrating him by
occupying him with things that are too difficult for him to understand, from the various
fields of study and specific topics.

[4. The Manners of the Student of Knowledge] The student must respect his teacher and
behave well with him, as much as he can, since he holds a lot of rights, generally and
specifically. In general, one who teaches good things has prepared himself to benefit people
by educating them and clarifying rulings. The right he has on people is actually the same
right as philanthropists. No generous charity could be greater or more beneficial than the
kindness found in guiding people in the affairs of their religion, teaching them what they
need to know, and reminding them about what they overlooked. Through these matters, so
much good is accomplished, as well as the obstruction of so much evil. The religion and its
beneficial teachings spread far and wide, the most advantageous things for the people of
that time, as well as their children and many others to come...

The full version includes the entire English translation like this.
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The full version includes the entire unvoweled text like this.
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APPENDIX I
The Complete Text of the Arabic Original (Unvoweled)
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The full version includes the entire fully voweled text like this.
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APPENDIX Il
The Complete Text of the Arabic Original (Fully Voweled)
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MANNERS

OF ISLAMIC KNOWLEDGE
FOR TEACHERS AND LEARNERS

With the right manners and approach, the heart becomes prepared to absorb the finest of teachings
in the best way, leading to the best application. Without the proper approach, the best teachings
can be undervalued, unappreciated, or even abandoned after they are learned. Magnificent teachings
that could pave a man’s way to Paradise are sadly turned against him as proofs, condemning him
and destroying him! Some people of knowledge are the first ones to be tossed into the Hellfire on
the Day of Judgment! This is a truly frightening reality, something about which the Messenger of
Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) warned us in an authentic hadeeth which means:

A man sought [Islamic] knowledge, taught it, and recited the Quran, and so he is brought forth.
He (Allah) makes him aware of His blessings, and so he acknowledges them. He asks, ‘What
did you do with them?’ He replies, ‘| learned [Islamic] knowledge and taught it, and | read the
Quran, for Youl’ ‘You have lied,” He says, ‘You only learned so it would be said that you were
a scholar; you only read the Quran so it would be said that you were a reciter. And so those
things were said.’ He is then seized and dragged upon his face, until he is tossed into the
Hellfire! (Saheeh Muslim)

So consider carefully that a person can be academically accomplished and widely recognized for
Islamic knowledge, yet he is nothing but fuel for the Hellfire! We can see clearly that mere academic
achievement does not mean salvation in the Hereafter. True salvation requires sincerity and other
essential manners along with authentic knowledge.

We ask Allah to aid us all in our attainment and application of beneficial knowledge. We are certainly
in need of the most essential reminders about how to approach and benefit from knowledge of Islam
in the best way. This text, Min Aadaab al-Mu allimeen wal-Muta allimeen, is a fantastic beginning to
such a noble path, providing healthy guidance on the topic, rooted in the solid scholarly insight of
a great imaam in Islamic knowledge, Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Naasir as-Sa'dee (may Allah have
Mercy on him).

In this workbook, you will find the entire text along with ample space for note taking during classes.
The 21 main points and their headings are actually from Shaykh ‘Abdus-Salaam ibn Burjis (may Allah
have Mercy on him), where he included this text at the back end of his tremendous book, ‘Awaa’q
at-Talab, adding the headings for clarity.

Additionally, appendices including the entire text of Aadaab al-Mu allimeen wal-Muta allimeen in
Arabic (both voweled and unvoweled versions), as well as the uninterrupted English translation, are
all found in the back of this workbook.
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