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 بسم االله الرحمن الرحيم
In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Ever Merciful... 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all the worlds.  May He raise the rank of His Prophet 
Muhammad and grant him peace… 

From the basic beliefs of Islam is a very simple concept that Sunni Muslims throughout 
all stages of Islamic history agreed upon and considered unchallengeable.  Muslims 
believe in the Quran, that it is the Speech of Almighty Allah, be it recited orally, 
memorized by heart, or written in their mus-hafs. After reading this concise article, you 
should understand clearly how essential this belief is, and how dangerous it is to oppose 
it, in sha’ Allah. 

 
The Basic Muslim Belief that the Quran is Written i n Mus-hafs  

Let us examine what the correct Islamic belief about this issue is from the Quran and 
Sunnah, as understood by the Companions and righteous early scholars of Islam. 

Allah has referred to the Quran as a Book, which by definition is something written, in 
many Quranic passages. One example would be: 

 ﴾ ٍورشُنَْ مقَي رِ فٍورطُسَْ مٍابتَكَِ وِورالطَ و﴿
( By the Mountain, and by a written Book (the Quran ), 

written in pages of a book spread out )  1  
The great scholar of Tafseer (Quranic Exegesis) from the second generation of Muslims, 
Mujaahid ibn Jabr said: 

 فٍحُُي صِ ف﴾ ٍورشُنَْ مقَي رفِ ﴿
( Fee Raq-qin Manshoor )  means: in pages. 2  

The earliest Quran scholars of the Companions and their students and others said it 
means: a written book. 3  

                                                 
1 Soorah at-Toor (52:1-3) and its meaning in English 
2 The great scholar, al-Bukhaaree (d.256), mentioned this report in his Saheeh (13/522 of Fat-hul-Baaree), in his 
chapter explaining the closing Verses of Soorah al-Burooj where Allah describes His Quran as being preserved in 
al-Lowh al-Mahfooth (the Preserved Tablet), showing that the correct understanding is to believe that the Quran 
is preserved in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth while it is also written down in the mus-hafs.  His more explicit words on the 
topic will be mentioned shortly. 
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The Prophet (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) said: 

  ))ودَُ العهَُالنََ يـنَْ أنَُ آمَي لانإَِ، فِآنرُْالقِ بْوارُِافسَُ تلاَ(( 
(( Do not travel with the Quran, since I can not gu arantee 

that the enemies would not get a hold of it. )) 4  

Quite obviously, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) 
was not referring to the Quran memorized in their hearts or the Quran in al-Lowh al-
Mahfooth (the Preserved Tablet)!  He was referring to the mus-haf, the written Quran, 
and he explicitly called it “the Quran”.  

‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab , the second Caliph of the Muslims (may Allah be pleased with 
him), had no problem with this expression either, as it is narrated that he wrote to the 
governors in the various lands under his rule, following the best example, saying: 

 مْهُنْـِ مدٌحََ أهَُالنََ يـنَْ أُافخََي أنإَِ، فودَُ العضِرَْى ألَِ إِآنرُْالقِوا برُِافسَُ تلاَ
“Do not travel with the Quran to enemy lands, since  I fear 

that one of them might get a hold of it.”  5  
Aboo Bakr As-Siddeeq , the first Caliph, placed Zayd ibn Thaabit  (may Allah be 
pleased with them both) in charge of compiling the scattered writings of the Quran into 
one mus-haf, as the era of Divine Revelation had just ended, and the Quran could not 
have been compiled into one book while it was still coming down.  Zayd said about the 
gravity of this task: 

  ِالبَِ الجنَِ ملٍبََ جلَقَْي نـِونفُلَ كوَْ لِااللهوَفَـ
  ِآنرُْ القعِمَْ جنِْ مهِِي بنِرَمََا أمِ ميلََ علَقَثْـَ أَانَا كمَ

“I swear by Allah, had they placed me in charge of moving a mountain, 
it would not have been more heavy than the task he ordered me with 

of compiling the Quran (into one mus-haf )!”  6  

During that time and ever since, this event is referred to by the Muslim scholars as Jam’ 
al-Quran, or the compilation of the Quran (into one mus-haf).7 

                                                                                                                                                        
3 See: Tafseer at-Tabaree (24/601), and ad-Durr al-Manthoor (7/550) of as-Suyootee. 
4 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh (#1869) 
5 Collected by Sa’eed ibn Mansoor in his Sunan (2/176 of Habeeb ar-Rahmaan al-A’thamee’s printing, Daar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1388 ed.) 
6 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his Saheeh, in the Chapter of Compiling the Quran  (#4986) 
7 For example, Ibn Abee Shaybah (d.235) collected narrations about the event, entitling the section, “The First 
One to Gather the Quran (into One Mus-haf)”.  See his Musannaf (10/544).  As mentioned previously, Al-
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‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan , the third Caliph (may Allah be pleased with him), said: 

  ِ االلهمِلاََي كِ فرَظُنَْى أتَ حةٌلَيْـلََ ومٌوَْ يـيلََ عيَتِأَْ ينَْ أبحُِا أمَ
 المِ فيةََاءرَِالق: نيِعْيَـ[ _ لجََ وزعَ_ 

ُ
  ]فِحَصْ

“I do not like that a day and night pass except tha t I look at the Speech of Allah, 
the Mighty and Majestic.” (meaning: reading the mus-haf ) 8 

 ‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib , the fourth Caliph (may Allah be pleased with him), said: 

ِرحم االله أبا بكر، هو أول من جمع القرآن بـين اللوحين ْ َْ َ َ َ َ َْ َ ْ َ ََ ُ َ َُ َ َُ ِ ْ ُ َ ِ  
“May Allah have Mercy on Aboo Bakr, for he was the first one to gather 

the Quran between two book covers (i.e. in one mus-haf ).” 9 

‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood (may Allah be pleased with him), was reported to have said: 

ْإن هذا القرآن الذي بـين أظهركم يوشك أن يـنـزع منكم ُْ ْ ِْ َ َ ُ ُ َْ َ َُ َ ُِ ُ ْ َ ْ ِ  َ ُ َ َ  ِ  
“Verily, this Quran in front of you is about to be snatched away from you!” 

His student asked, “How could it be snatched away from us while Allah has made it firm 
in our hearts and we have recorded it precisely in our mus-hafs?!  He replied: 

ٍيسرى عليه في ليـلة واحدة، َ ِ َ ٍ ِ َِ َْ َْ َ َ ْ ِ فـيـنـزع ما في القلوب ويذهب ما في الْمصاحف،ُ ِ َ َ َِ َِ َ َُ َ ْ ِ ُ ُ ُ َ ْ ُ َ  
َويصبح الناس منه فـقراء،  َ َ ُ ُ ْ ِ ُ ُ ِ ْ ُ َََثم قـرأ[َ ُ[ ﴿ ولئن شئـنا لنذهبن بالذي أوحيـنا إليك َ ْ َْ َ َِ َ َ ََ ْ َ ِ ِ ِ  َ َ ْ ْ ْ ِ َ﴾  

“It (the Quran) shall be taken up in one night, and  everything in the hearts 
shall be snatched away, and everything in the mus-hafs  shall go, 

and the people shall become needy from it (the even t).  Then he recited, 
( And if We wanted we could take away that which We  revealed to you ).” 10 

                                                                                                                                                        
Bukhaaree (d.256) entitled a chapter: Compiling the Quran (into One Mus-haf).  An-Nasaa’ee (d.303) also has a 
chapter of the same name in his As-Sunan al-Kubraa, as does al-Bayhaqee, Al-Baghawee, and many others in 
their source books of hadeeth. 
8 See: Sharh ‘Aqeedat al-Haafith ‘Abdil-Ghanee al-Maqdisee (p.204) of ‘Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr. 
9 Collected by Ahmad in Fadhaa’il as-Sahaabah (no.514, 1/433) and Al-Aajurree in Ash-Sharee’ah (no.1241-
1242, 4/1782-1783).  In his checking of Fadhaa’il as-Sahaabah, Wasee Allah ‘Abbaas said its chain is hasan. 
10 Collected by Al-Bukhaaree in Khalq Af’aal al-‘Ebaad (no. 381), Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf (no.30697, 
10/534), ‘Abdur-Razzaaq in his Musannaf (no. 5980-5981), al-Haakim in al-Mustadrak (4/504), and others, with a 
weak chain due to a narrator, Shaddaad ibn Ma’qil, whose reliability as a narrator was not established.  However, 
it has other chains that strengthen it, as discussed in detail in the footnotes of Sunan Sa’eed ibn Mansoor (2/335-
342).  This narration can be considered a hadeeth of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant 
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‘Ikrimah ibn Abee Jahl , one of the Companions (may Allah be pleased with him), used 
to hold the mus-haf to his face, saying: 

  لجََ وزَي عبَ رمُلاََ، كلجََ وزَي عبَ رُابتَكِ
“The Book of My Lord, the Mighty and Majestic, 

the Speech of My Lord, the Mighty and Majestic!”  11  

Ibraaheem an-Nakha’ee  (d.96), a great early scholar and student of the Companions 
(may Allah have Mercy on him), said: 

ُكان يـقال َُ َ ِْعظموا القرآن، يـعني: َ َ َ ُ ْ ُ  َكبـروا الْمصاحف: َ ِ َ َ ْ ُ  َ  
“It used to be said, ‘Stress the greatness of the Q uran,’  

meaning: Write it with large print in the mus-hafs .” 12 

Aboo Haneefah  (d.150), the first of the four widely-followed imams (may Allah have 
Mercy on him), said: 

 ٌوءرُقَْ منِسُلَْى الألَعََ، وٌوظفُحَْ مِوبلُُالق يفَِ، وٌوبتُكَْ مفِِاحصََي المِ فُآنرُْالقوَ

"The Quran is written in the mus-hafs , 
memorized in the hearts, and recited on the tongues ."  13  

Another of the great imams, Ash-Shaafi'ee (d.204), also held the position that: 

 ِاالله مَلاََى كمسَُا ينَفِِاحصََي مِ فهُبُتُكْنََا ونَِانَآذِ بهُعُمَسْنََا ونَتِنَسِلْأَِ بِآنرُْ القنَِ مُوهلُتْـنَـ امَ
"What we recite from the Quran on our tongues, list en to with our ears, 

and write in our mus-hafs  is all called the Speech of Allah."  14 

Is-haaq ibn Raahawayh  (d.238), another one of the great early imams of the Muslims 
(may Allah have Mercy on him), was asked about school children using their saliva to 

                                                                                                                                                        
him peace), since Ibn Mas’ood could not have learned it from any other source, nor would he speak about the 
affairs of the Unseen from his own opinion, and Allah knows best. 

The raising of the Quran from the earth has also been reported by Huthayfah, as found in Sunan Ibn Maajah 
(no.4049), and authenticated by Al-Albaanee in As-Silsilah as-Saheehah (no.87). 
11 Collected by Ad-Daarimee (no. 3393, 4/2109), al-Haakim in al-Mustadrak (3/243), and others, with a break in 
the chain, and thus considered mursal, as mentioned by ath-Thahabee in his notes on al-Mustadrak. 
12 Collected by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf (no.30730, 10/543) 
13 Al-Fiqh al-Akbar, as quoted in Sharh at-Tahaawiyyah (p.138), revised checking of Ahmad Shaakir, 1418. 
14 One of the foremost Shaafi'ee scholars, al-Bayhaqee (d.458), attributed this position to the imaam in his book, 
al-'Itiqaad wal-Hidaayah ilaa Sabeel ar-Rashaad (p.112 of the 1420 Daar al-Fadheelah printing). 
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erase the Quran  from their boards. He detested that children do that, and requested that 
they use water instead.15  

The point is that he was asked about the Quran written on boards , and he had no 
problem with this expression. 

Ahmad ibn Hanbal  (d.246), the fourth of the widely-followed imams (may Allah have 
mercy on him), was reported to have said: 

  ،بِلَْالقِ بظٍفْحِ: ٍاتهَِ جسِمَْى خلََ عَآنرُْ القهُجوَتُـ
  دٍيَِ بطخََ، ونٍيْعَِ برٍصَبََ، ونِذُُالأِ بعٍمْسَوَ ،ِانسَاللِ بةٍوَلاَتِوَ

“You interact with the Quran in five ways: [1] memorizing it by heart, 
[2] reciting it on the tongue, [3] listening to it with the ear, 

[4] viewing it with the eye, and [5] writing it by hand.”   

He went on to explain this patiently and methodically, saying: 

  ،ٌوقلُخَْ مُانسَاللَ، وٌوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ غهِِ بُوظفُحَْالمَ، وٌوقلُخَْ مبُلَْالق
  ،ٌوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ غهِيْلَِ إُوعمُسَْالمَ، وٌوقلُخَْ منُذُُالأَ، وٍوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ غهِِ بولُتْـَالموَ

  .ٍوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ غهُنِْ مهِيْلَِ إُورظُنَْالمَ، وٌوقلُخَْ منُيَْالعوَ
“A heart is something created, yet what is memorize d by it (the Quran) 

is not created.  A tongue is something created, yet  what is recited 
with it (the Quran) is not created. An ear is somet hing created, 

yet what is heard with it (the Quran) is not create d. An eye is something 
created, yet what is viewed with it (the Quran) is not created.”  16 

Aside from entitling one of his chapters, “The Compilation of the Quran (into one Mus-
haf), Al-Bukhaaree  (d.256), the famous author of the authentic Hadeeth compilation 
(may Allah have Mercy on him), said: 

                                                 
15 Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/337, no. 2149 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing) 
16 Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/344, no. 2167 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing) 
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  ُوبتُكَْ المُورطُسَْ المفِِاحصََي المِ فتُبَثُْ المولُتْـَ المُآنرُْالق امأَفَ
 قٍلْخَِ بسَيَْى لَالعَتَـ ِ االلهمُلاََ كوَهَُ فـِوبلُُي القِى فَوعُالم

"As for the Quran that is recited, written in the mus-hafs , written down and 
recorded (therein), understood in the hearts, then it is the Speech of Allah the 

Most High, not something created."  17 

Ibn Jareer at-Tabaree  (d.310), the great early scholar and author of the famous Tafseer 
(Quranic Explanation) – may Allah have Mercy on him – , said: 

، ئَرُِ قعٍضِوَْ ميَي أفَِ، ويَلُِ تفَيْكََ، وبَتُِ كفَيَْ كٍوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ غ_  لجََ وزعَ  _ ِ االلهمُلاَكَ
 ،ًوباتُكَْ مَانَ كِوظفُحَْ المحِوْي اللِ، فظَفُِ حثُيَْ، حضِرَْي الأِ فوَْ أدَجُِ وِاءمَالس يفِ

ِوما، فسُرَْ مِيبِاتتََالك ِانيَبْـِ صِاحوَلَْي أِ فوْأَ  ،طُ خقٍرََي وِ فوَْ، أشَقُِ نرٍجََي حً
 ًآنارُْ قـنَى أعَ ادوَِ أكَلَِ ذرَيْـَ غَالقَ نْمََ، فظَفُِ لِانسَاللِ بوَْ، أظَفُِ حبِلَْي القفِ

 ا،نَفِِاحصََي مِ فهُبُتُكْنََا ونَتِنَسِلْأَبِ ُوهلُتْـَي نـذِ الِآنرُْى القوَِ سِاءمَي السِ فوَْ أضِرَْي الأفِ
ِنا بئِادَ هِِانسَلِِ بَالَ قوَْ، أهِسِفَْي نـِ فهُرَمَضَْ أوَْ أكَلَِ ذرَيْـَ غدَقَتَـعْ اوِأَ  ،هًِ

 هُنْمِ ٌيءرَِ بُااللهَ، وِ االلهنَِ مٌيءرِبََ، ومِ الدلُلاََ، حرٌِافَ كِااللهِ بوَهُفَـ

"...The Speech of Allah, the Mighty and Honored, is  not created, no matter how it 
is written, no matter how it is recited, no matter where it is recited, whether it is 

found in the heavens or on earth, wherever it is me morized, whether it is written in 
al-Lowh al-Mahfooth  (Preserved Tablet) or drawn on the boards in child ren's 

classrooms, whether it is engraved on a stone, writ ten on a paper, memorized by 
heart, or recited verbally. Whoever says otherwise,  or claims that a Quran on earth 

or in the heavens is not the same Quran we recite w ith our tongues and write in 
our mus-hafs , or believes otherwise, whether he hides it or spe aks openly with it 

as his Religion, such a person is a disbeliever in Allah, subject to capital 
punishment.  He is free from Allah, and Allah is fr ee from him..."  18 

Muhammad ibn al-Husayn Al-Aajurree (d.360), an early scholar and author of one of 
the most important source books of Muslim creed (may Allah have Mercy on him), 
stated: 

                                                 
17 Khalq Af'aal al-'Ebaad, see also: Al-Asmaa' was-Sifaat of al-Bayhaqee (2/7 of the 1422 Sawaadee printing). 
18 Sareeh as-Sunnah (p.18), published by Daar al-Khulafaa', 1st ed., 1405, see also: Sharh Usool I'tiqaad Ahlis-
Sunnah (1/206) 
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ْومن زعم أن هذا القرآن حكاية للقرآن الذي في اللوح المحفوظ كذبوا ُُ َ ََ ََ ِ ِْ َ َِ ْ ْ ِ ِ  ِ ُ ٌُ َ ِ َ َ  َ َ َ َ  
“And those who claim that this Quran is only a narr ation 

of the Quran which is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth  have lied.”  19 

He also stated: 

َمن قال إن هذا ال َ  ِ َ َ ْ ٌَقرآن الذي يـقرؤه الناس وهو في المصاحف حكايةَ ََ ِ ِِ َ َ َِ َِ ُ ُ ُ ُ َ ْ  َ ُ  
ُلما في اللوح المحفوظ فـهذا منكر، تـنكره العلماء َ ٌ َ ََُ ُ ُ ِ ِْ ُْ َ ُ َ ََ ِ ُِ ْ ِ ْ  .ِيـقال لقائل هذه المقالة َِ َ َ ََ ِ َِ ِ ِ ُ ُ :  

القرآن يكذبك ويـرد قـولك، والسنة تكذبك وتـرد ُ َُ َُ َ ََ َ َُ َ ُ ُ َ َُ  َ ْ َ ُ َ قـولكُ َ ْ َ.  
“For someone to say: ‘This Quran that the people re ad, which is in the mus-hafs , 

is (only) a narration of what is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth’  is an evil statement, 
one that the scholars hate.  It should be said to s omeone who says this: 

The Quran declares you a liar and rejects your stat ements, 
and the Sunnah declares you a liar and rejects your  statements!”  20 

Al-Laalakaa'ee  (d.418), another early scholar of Islamic Beliefs (may Allah have Mercy 
on him), defined the Quran in his widely recognized staple book of ‘Aqeedah as: 

  ،ِالجَ الرِوردُُي صِ فٌوظفُحَْ، مفِِاحصََي المِ فٌوبتُكَْ، مِيبِارحََي المفِ ولُتْـمَ
  ،ٍوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ، غدٌِاحَ وٌآنرُْ قـوَهَُ، وٍآنرْقُـ نَْ عةٍَاربَِ علاََ وةٍَايكَحِِ بسَيْلَ
  مًا،لكَتَُ ملْزَيَـ مَْ، لهِِاتَ ذِاتفَِ صنِْ مةٌفَِ صوَُ هلَْ، بٍوببُرْمََ وٍولعُجَْ مرُيْـغَوَ

 ةَِاعمََالجوَ ةِن السبِِاهذَمَِ لفٌِالخَُ معٌدِتَبُْ مالَ ضرٌِافَ كوَهَُا فـذََ هرَيْـَ غَالَ قنْمَوَ

"It is recited in the mihrabs  (by the leaders of congregational prayer), written  in 
the mus-hafs , and memorized in the chests of men.  It is not a narration or a 

representation of the Quran.  It is one Quran, not a created thing, not something 
invented and developed.  Rather, it is one of Allah 's Attributes, who continues to 

speak (with it).  Whoever says otherwise is a stray  disbelieving innovator who 
opposes the beliefs of the Sunnah and the Jama'ah ."  21 

Al-Laalakaa'ee  also stated: 

                                                 
19 Ash-Sharee’ah (1/534) 
20 Ash-Sharee’ah (1/535) 
21 Sharh Usool I'tiqaad Ahlis-Sunnah (2/364) 
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 هِيبَِ نِاتزَجِعُْ مدرََ وهَُولسُرََ وَ االلهفََالَ خدْقََ فـِاءمَي السِي فذِ الوَُ هَآنرُْ القنِ إَالقَ نْمَفَ
 ِين الدِاءمَلَُ عنِْ ممْهَُ لَينفِِالَالخَ وَينعِِابالتَ وةَِابحَ الصنَمِ فَلَ السفََالخَوَ

"Anyone who says that the Quran is (only) the one i n the heavens 
has opposed Allah and His Messenger, rejected mirac les of His Prophet, 
and opposed the Salaf - the Companions, the Taabi'oon , and the scholars 

of the Religion who came after them."  22 

Aboo ‘Uthmaan Ismaa’eel ibn ‘Abdir-Rahmaan as-Saabo onee (d.449), early author 
of the great book, ‘Aqeedat as-Salaf wa As-haab al-Hadeeth, said: 

  هُيُحْوََ وهُُابطَخَِ وهُُابتَكَِ وِ االلهمُلاََ كَرآنُ القنَ أَوندُقِتَعْيَـَ وِيثدَِ الحُابحَصَْ أدُهَشْيَوَ
  يِ فبُتَكْيَُ، وةُنَسِلَْ الأُوهلُتْـتَـَ، وُوردُ الصهُظُفَحَْي تذِ الوَهُوَ... ٍوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ غ،هُُيلزِنْتَـوَ
  ،يَلُِ تثُيْحََ، وظٍِافَ حظِفْحَِ، وظٍفَِ لاظِفْلََ، وئٍِارَ قةَِاءرَقِِ، بفَرصُُا تَ مفَيَْ، كفِِاحصَمَالْ

  ا،هَرِيْغََ، ومْهِِانيَبْـِ صِاحوَلْأََ ومِلاَسِْ الإلِهَْ أفِِاحصََي مِ فبَتِكَُ، وئَرُِ قعٍضِوَْ ميَي أفِوَ
  ،ٍوقلُخَْ مرُيْـَ غهُنَ أُولقَُي نـذِ الهِنِيْعَِ بُرآنُ القوَهَُ و،  _  هُلُلاََ جلجَ  _ِ االلهمُلاََ كهُلكُ

  .ِيمظَِ العِااللهِ برٌِافَ كوَهَُ، فـٌوقلُخَْ مهُنَ أمَعََ زنْمَفَ
“And the people of Hadeeth all testify and believe that the Quran is the Speech 

of Allah, His Book, His Directive, His Inspiration,  and His Revelation, not a 
created thing...  It is something the chests memori ze and the tongues recite, 
and it is written in the mus-hafs .  No matter how it is interacted with, whether 

the recitation of a qaari’  (recitor), the spoken phrase of a speaker, the 
memorization of a haafith , wherever it is recited and wherever it is read, 

written in the mus-hafs  of the people of Islam and on the  (chalk)boards of their 
children, and elsewhere.  All of that is the Speech  of Allah, His Honor be extolled, 
and it is the exact Quran itself that we say is not  created.  Anyone who believes 

it to be created is a disbeliever in Allah, the Gre at.”  23 

‘Abdul-Ghanee ibn ‘Abdil-Waahid al-Maqdisee (d.600), the author of ‘Umdat al-
Ahkaam and other widely respected works (may Allah have Mercy on him), said: 

                                                 
22 Sharh Usool I'tiqaad Ahlis-Sunnah (2/367) 
23 ‘Aqeedat as-Salaf wa As-haab al-Hadeeth (pp.17-18) 
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  ،هُُيلزِنْتَـَ وهُيُحْوَوَ _ لجََ وزعَ _ ِ االلهمُلاََ كُآنرُْالقوَ
  ٌوظفُحَْ موَهُوَ...  _ لجََ وزعَ_  ِ االلهمُلاََ كئِِارَ القنَِ مُوعمُسَْالموَ
  ...نِيُعَْالأِ بٌورظُنَْ م،فِِاحصََي المِ فٌوبتُكَْ موَهُوَ... ِوردُي الصفِ

“And the Quran is the Speech of Allah, the Mighty a nd Majestic, His Revelation 
that He sent down.  What you hear from the recitor is the Speech of Allah, 

the Mighty and Majestic.  It is (also) what is memo rized by heart, 
written in the mus-hafs , and viewed by the eyes.”  24 

Ibn Abil-'Izz al-Hanafee  (d.792) – may Allah have Mercy on him – said: 

َة كَايكَِ حوَْ، أِ االلهمِلاََ كنَْ عةٌَاربَِ عفِِاحصََي المِ فَوبتُكَْ المنِ إَالقَ نْمَوَ   ،ِ االلهمِلاَُ
 لاًلاَضَ كَلِذَِى بفَكََ، وةِمُ الأفَلَسََ وةَنالسَ وَابتَِ الكفََالَ خدْقََ، فـِ االلهمُلاَكَ اَيهِ فسَيْلَوَ

"Whoever says that what is written in the mus-hafs  is a representation of Allah's 
Speech, or a narration of Allah's Speech, and that it is not actually the Speech of 
Allah, has surely opposed the Book, the Sunnah, and  the Salaf of this nation, and 

that is sufficient as misguidance!"  25 

 
The Danger of Opposing Ijmaa’  (Scholarly Consensus) 

Anyone who claims that the Quran is not a written book or that the mus-haf is only a 
representation of the real Quran has clearly opposed the basic unanimously accepted 
beliefs of the Muslims.  The scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah have always been united on the 
strength of the proof of ijmaa’ (scholarly consensus), and they commonly quote the 
following Quranic verse to show the great danger that lies in opposing ijmaa’. 

  َيننِمِؤْمُ الِْيلبَِ سرَيْـَ غعْبِتيَـَى ودَُ الههَُ لنَيبَـَا تـَ مدِعَْ بـنِْ مَولسُ الرقِِاقشَُ ينْمَوَ ﴿
  ﴾ ًيراصَِ متَْاءسََ ومَنهََ جهِلِصْنَُى ولوََا تـَ مهِلوَنُـ

( And whoever contradicts the Messenger after guida nce has become clear to him, 
following a way other than the path of the believer s, we shall turn him to what he 

has turned himself towards and put him in the Hellf ire, what an evil abode! ) 26 

The scholars say: Contradicting to the Messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant 
him peace) is when a person opposes something established in the texts of the Book 

                                                 
24 See: Sharh ‘Aqeedat al-Haafith ‘Abdil-Ghanee al-Maqdisee (pp.199-203) of ‘Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr, abridged. 
25 Sharh al-'Aqeedah at-Tahaawiyyah, (pp.143-144), revised checking of Ahmad Shaakir, 1418 
26 Soorah an-Nisaa’ (4:115) and its meaning in English 
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and the Sunnah, and “The Path of the believers” referred to is the consensus of the 
Muslims.27  Thus, when a person opposes the united position of the Muslim scholars on 
an issue, he subjects himself to the punishment mentioned in the verse. 

 
The Danger of Speaking About Allah Without Knowledg e 

Many people who speak about Allah’s Religion without knowledge may simply parrot 
what they hear other people saying, and follow along.  We are absolutely forbidden from 
this approach to speaking about Allah, as He tells us: 

ِ قل إنما حرم ربي الفواحش ما ظهر م﴿ َِ ََْ َ ََ َ َ َ َ ََ  ِ نـها وما بطن والإثم والبـغي بغير الحقُ َ َِ َْ ِ َ ْ َ َ ََ ْ ِ َ َ َ َ َ ْ  
َوأن تشركوا باالله ما لم يـنـزل به سلطانا وأن تـقولوا على االله ما لا تـعلمون  ُ َ ْ ََ َ َْ َ َ َُ َُ ُ َِ َِ َْ ُْ َُ ْ َْ ًَ ْ ُ ِِ ِْ  ِ ْ﴾  

( Say: The things that My Lord have prohibited are:  lewd behavior, whether done 
in public or secretly, sinning, transgression (agai nst others) without right, setting 
up partners with Allah that He has sent down no aut hority for, and speaking about 

Allah with what you have no knowledge of. )  28 

The scholars have understood the sins mentioned in this Verse to be ordered by their 
severity, leading up to the great crime of setting up partners with Allah, and then 
speaking about Allah without knowledge.  Ibn Qayyim al-Jowziyyah  (d.751) explained: 

…This (speaking about Allah without knowledge) is the greatest of sins and the 
worst crime of all, since it entails lying about Al lah, attributing things to Him 
that do not befit Him, changing His Religion and su bstituting it with something 
else, negating what He has affirmed, and affirming what He has negated, 
confirming what He has rejected and rejecting what He has confirmed, having 
animosity for His Allies and patronizing those who hate him, loving what He 
hates and hating what He loves, and describing Him what unbefitting 
descriptions of Himself, His Attributes, His Statem ents and Actions. 

Of all the different forbidden things, nothing is m ore severe a crime to Allah or 
more sinful.  It is the foundation of every type of  shirk and kufr, and all 
innovation and straying has been built upon it.  Ev ery blameworthy innovation 
in the Religion was founded by speaking about Allah  without knowledge! 

This is why the Salaf and the imams refuted them so  sternly, raising their 
voices so loud all over the world, warning against their tribulations with the 
harshest of warnings.  In doing this, they exceeded  their contempt in warning 

                                                 
27 Refer to: Ahkaam al-Quran (1/39-40) of ash-Shaafi’ee, Rowdhat an-Naathir (2/439-444) of Ibn Qudaamah, and 
Tafseer Ibn Katheer (4/274).  
28 Soorah al-A’raaf (7:33) and its meaning in English 
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against lewdness and oppression, since the harms of  innovation are more 
serious, in how they wreck the Religion and destroy  it...  29 

 
The Jahmiyyah’s Stages of Deviation 

To give some background and insight into the serious nature of the beliefs propagated 
today, we need to know something about the history of the Jahmiyyah Sect ( ا������ ), or 
the Jahmites, as it relates to their beliefs about the Quran. 

 
Stage One: The Original Jahmiyyah 

The Jahmiyyah were the followers of al-Ja’d ibn Dirham30 and Jahm ibn Safwaan31 in the 
second century, and the followers of Bishr al-Mareesee32 in the third century, who, 
through excessive philosophical thinking about Allah and matters of the Unseen, 
developed and propagated a new belief, that the Quran was a set of meanings that Allah 
had created and sent down to the Prophet (may Allah raise his rank and grant him 
peace).  This was based on their assumption that the attribute of speech was not 
something befitting to Allah, which they arrived at after debating philosophers. 

This is outright disbelief in Allah’s Book, since Allah Himself has said explicitly: 

  ﴾ ِ االلهمَلاََ كعَمَسَْى يتَ حهُرْجِأََ فكََارجَتَْ اسَينكِرِشُْ المنَِ مدٌحََ أنْإِوَ ﴿
( And if any of the polytheists asks you for asylum , then protect him 
so he could hear the Speech of Allah  (i.e. the Quran being recited) )33 

The scholars and imams of Ahlus-Sunnah took this deviance very seriously and waged 
war on these innovated beliefs, unanimously declaring those who held them and aided 
their propagators to be outside of Islam.34 

                                                 
29 Madaarij as-Saalikeen (1/645-646)  
30 Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham al-Harraanee:  Influenced by the philosophers of his time, he was the innovator of ta’teel, 
the negation of Allah’s Attributes, spread later and developed by his student, Jahm ibn Safwaan, as what became 
known as Jahmiyyah.  He was killed in the year 118, or perhaps as late as 124.    
31 Jahm ibn Safwaan as-Samarqandee:  As a student of al-Ja’d ibn Dirham, he spread the heresy of his teacher 
and debated people regarding it, spreading it to different lands. He was a disgraceful heretic who was put to 
capital punishment for his blasphemy in the year 128. 
32 Bishr al-Mareesee:  A former student of respected scholars who turned away from Islamic knowledge to 
philosophy, so much so that he became the head of the Jahmiyyah of his time, treacherously spreading their 
ancient heretical beliefs with a more academic approach.  He died in the year 218. 
33 Soorah at-Towbah (9:6) and its meaning in English.  Some of the other Quranic verses that clearly prove that 
Allah is to be described with Speech are: 2:75, 4:164, 7:144, 7:158, and 22:109.  
34 For classical refutations of the first phase of the Jahmite beliefs, refer to: ar-Radd ‘alal-Jahmiyyah of ‘Uthmaan 
ibn Sa’eed ad-Daarimee, as-Sunnah of ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal (1/101-163), ash-Sharee’ah (1/489-
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Stage Two: The Waaqifah 

Once exposed, the Jahmites had to conceal their true beliefs, and thus, entered a new 
deceptive phase wherein they were referred to as the Waaqifah ( �
-or the Fence ,( ا�وا�
Sitters, those who do not (officially) take a position on the issue of the Quran.  They 
would say: We do not know if the Quran is created or not.  

The scholars unanimously declared this new strain of the Jahmiyyah to be disbelievers, 
due to their doubt of what is evident in Allah’s Book, while some considered them many 
times more dangerous.35 

 
Stage Three: The Laf-thiyyah 

Back to the drawing board for the Jahmites!  A third stage of deviation was reached 
when they later tried to affirm that the Quran was the Speech of Allah, but as meanings, 
not as words and expressions.  They meant that the Quran is only the divine meanings 
that Allah revealed, that were expressed with words by the Prophet (may Allah raise his 
rank and grant him peace).  Their argument was that the actual Speech of Allah could 
not be made up of sounds, letters or words.  Therefore, our recitation of the Quran, as 
well as our writing of it, is created, since our actions and sayings are created.  What we 
recite and what we write are mere “representations” or “narrations” of the real Quran, but 
not the actual Quran itself.  The Jahmites in this stage were referred to as the Laf-
thiyyah ( ظ��
 ”.or the “Phrasal Jahmites ,( ا��

Once again, the scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah exposed their blasphemy and identified them 
as disbelievers.  Some considered them even more dangerous and farther astray than 
the earlier Jahmites.36 

 
Stage Four: The Followers of Moosaa ibn ‘Uqbah 

After trying to corrupt the beliefs of the Muslims with three different attempts, the 
Jahmites knew they would need to change their approach dramatically.  They then tried 
to reject only one of the ways Muslims believe in the Quran being the Speech of Allah.  
A new stage emerged who said: We believe that the Quran is the Speech of Allah, 
and what is recited and written is the Quran, but w hat is memorized in the chests 

                                                                                                                                                        
525) of al-Aajurree, Al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/291-318, 360-392) of Ibn Battah, and Sharh Usool Ali’tiqaad (1/241-
356) of al-Laalakaa’ee. 
35 For classical refutations of the Waaqifah, refer to: ar-Radd ‘alal-Jahmiyyah (pp.193-197) of ‘Uthmaan ibn 
Sa’eed ad-Daarimee, as-Sunnah (1/179) of ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal, ash-Sharee’ah (1/526-531) of Al-
Aajurree, Al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/319-331) of Ibn Battah, and Sharh Usool Ali’tiqaad (1/357-384) of al-
Laalakaa’ee.  
36 For classical refutations of the Laf-thiyyah, refer to: as-Sunnah (1/163-166) of ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal, ash-Sharee’ah (1/l532-550) of al-Aajurree, al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/332-351) of Ibn Battah, and Sharh 
Usool Ali’tiqaad (1/385-399) of al-Laalakaa’ee. 
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cannot be the Quran, for how could there be an Attr ibute of Allah within our 
chests?!   

Upon discovering this, Aboo Taalib Ahmad ibn Humayd came to his teacher, the great 
scholar, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and announced: 

ٌقد جاءت جهمية رابعة ٌَِ َ  ِ ْ َ َْ َ ْ َ!  
“The fourth (stage of) Jahmites have arrived!” 

Ahmad ibn Hanbal then enquired about them, demanded to know their names, began 
warning against them, and requested the people to abandon them and anyone who 
would speak to them, saying: 

ِهذا أكثـر من الجهمية ِْ ْ َ َ ِ ُ َ َ َ َ!  
“This is more (astray) than the (original) Jahmiyyah!” 37 

 
Stage Five: A New Modern Strain of Jahmiyyah 

Another attempt to revive the teachings of the Jahmiyyah has appeared in our time, 
those who say: I believe the Quran is the Speech of Allah, not created, and what is 
recited and memorized is the Quran, but what is written in the mus-haf cannot be the 
Quran, and they have a number of arguments they believe supports this claim, but as 
shown clearly they have opposed the unanimous beliefs of Ahlus-Sunnah. 38 
 

                                                 
37 Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/353 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing). 
38 To read a decisive refutation of this new appearance of Jahmiyyah and to find out who exactly is propagating it 
in the English language, read the free e-book, Statements of Disbelief and Opposition to Unanimousl y Held  
Muslim Beliefs , available as a PDF from Bakkah.net, or visit the website: http://www.YusufEstesQuran.com  


